Infirmary occupied a unique position, and that was, that whereas hospitals existed chiefly for the working classes, during the last few years, while considerable discussion had arisen as to the share taken by the working classes in support of hospitals, the subscriptions of the working classes of Leicester already amounted to a noble sum, and this fact should encourage them to complete the work they had taken in hand, as it should also stimulate other classes to cheerfully provide the additional income which was required to bring their contributions up to the average at which they certainly ought to stand. With regard to the population, the Leicester Infirmary deservedly held a high place for the efficiency of its nursing, and the economical system upon which it had been conducted was proved by the fact that the average cost per occupied bed was about ?52 per year, a sum which could not properly be reduced without risk to the efficiency and well-being of the institution. These facts reflected the highest credit on the committee and officers, to which the grateful recognition of the community was certainly due.
A Centre for Education.
The county infirmary must always occupy a position of influence, and should form a centre for the education and encouragement of the community in sound principles of hygiene and nursing and economical principles, upon the enforcement of which the highest success in the administration of an institution must mainly depend. For every hospital, every county infirmary, should be so managed as to secure that its bookshelves should contain all the standard literature on the subject, and especially such current literature and periodicals which dealt with the questions which it was the high privilege of the medical staff, the committee, and officers to thoroughly master and teach. She was sure that she need not ask if in the library attached to the Leicester Infirmary they could find a copy of " Hospitals and Asylums of the World," and a complete series of Burdett's "Hospitals and Charities," so that any governor or member of the public might follow the progress of the institution and compare its condition with other similar hospitals. This possibility of comparison was most important. Without adequate knowledge unintelligent criticism often arose, which 1 ended to create a feeling of suspicion in the public mind, for which very frequently there was no sound reason, and which would never hare arisen had the hospital contained, by the possession of such books as she had referred to, the means of using the actual facts for the guidance and information of the governors and the public generally. In these days of improved education, where all classes were coming to realise the importance of knowledge, it was the duty of the managers of every great hospital to assure themselves that they were in reality making progress upon the right lines, and to be in a position to enable everybody interested in their work to convince themselves that such was the case,iby having facilities of access to the necessary books and publications where neutral and convincing evidence is to be found. " The dreams of yesterday are the realities of to-day ; New occasions teach new duties, Time makes ancient good uncouth, They must upwards still and onward, who would keep abreast of truth."
